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Book looks beyond Wimbledon
By RACHEL KIRKPATRICK
It was just one of those moments
where I knew this was what I wanted to
do for the rest of my life.
Local tennis pro Greg Moran describes
the moment the fire was lit. Moran, a
1981 Weston High graduate, was a
young kid picking up balls for his tennis
instructor when he was asked to
demonstrate a stroke.
Years later, he’s a successful tennis
pro with a career spanning columns in
top tennis magazines and television
appearances; he has also just
published a book.
After writing a final column for
tennisserver.com, a site that gets
30,000 readers a month, he received
an abundant amount of feedback and a
book was in demand.
Although one deal fell through, Moran
Four Seasons Racquet Club pro and former
came in contact with the awardWeston resident Greg Moran has written a boot
winning tennis journalist and
titled Tennis Beyond Big Shots.
commentator Paul Fein, wh o signed
on as his agent, and a book was born.
Tennis Beyond Big Shots is the title, consistency is the idea.
Tennis is so power oriented, and while power is good for pro players, it doesn’t help players
who are just looking for a good match, said Moran. He added, as any seasoned player can
agree, the guy with the grandslam shots at your local club is just not fun to play with. He
bases his book on the belief that tennis should be an enjoyable, lifelong sport, a game of
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strategy, strokes and consistency.
The book, which took a little over two years to complete, includes 24 chapters combined into
four parts. The first, making simple improvements that don’t involve changing grip or swing;
the second, Moran’s revealing of forgotten shots, that will improve any player immediately;
and the third part, a progressive approach to any match. The fourth part is devoted to
Moran’s own experiences and observations with advice that is guaranteed to make you on e
of the most sought after players at your club.
After four years on the Weston High School boys tennis team, Moran played tennis for
Rollins University, where he fittingly met his future wife, who was playing on the women’s
team.
Following his dream of teaching tennis, he joined the family business. His stepfather,
Stanley Matthews, is the owner and director of the Four Seasons Racquet Club of Wilton,
and Moran has been at the club for nearly 30 years now.
He and his wife, who is also a tennis pro, and two children live in Bethel. Interestingly
enough, neither of Moran’s two children play tennis. Although heavily involved in other
sports, his older son, as Moran put it, is finally catching the bug.
The neat thing for me is a lot of pros are trying to train the next champion. To me success is
seeing how many of the kids I have taught who are still playing the game years later, said
Moran. That’s really cool to see.
The book is available to order at www.tennisbeyondbigshots.com.

